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In an interview with the Associated Press appearing in the Nov. 9 issue of the BALTIMORE SUN,
Sen. Richard G. Lugar (R-Ind.) admits he is not the loyal supporter of the Reagan administration's
Nicaraguan policy that he has appeared to be. Lugar, outgoing chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, stated administration policy will face "serious trouble" in the Democratcontrolled Senate, and that the policy may be flawed.
According to Lugar, some presidential advisers have appeared more anxious to back a war than
to negotiate a peaceful resolution that achieves American aims. He added that in absence of an
uprising in Managua, the contras cannot win. In reference to the Senate vote on contra aid, the
Senator said he believed the Republicans could have achieved broader based support for policy
on Nicaragua had they "worked out positions with the Democrats..." In this regard, he said efforts
in early 1986 by the presidential Central American envoy, Philip Habib, to achieve a diplomatic
solution were "undercut" by the Reagan administration.
Lugar added, Habib's "near-miss" could have worked with administration support. In addition, the
senator said that the struggle to obtain 53 votes in the Senate for passage of the contra aid bill was
difficult, and that he had fought for bill against his better judgment. A compromise to obtain more
Senate votes, according to Lugar, was ruled out by John Poindexter, White House national security
adviser, and Secretary of State George Shultz.
In the same issue of the SUN, Stephens Broening in "Senate Democrats Plan to Fight Aid to
`Contras'" reported that the Democrats intend to launch a selective challenge to administration
foreign policy. Sen. Claiborne Pell, ranking Democrat on the Foreign Relations Committee, and
Lugar's replacement in January told the SUN that US policy in Central America is "dangerous," and
that he wants to reduce American aid to the contras.
According to Broening, even had the Republicans maintained their majority in the Senate,
administration officials were expecting problems in the form of increased scrutiny of the contra aid
program to determine whether the resumption of military assistance was producing results. The
reporter points out that with a Democrat dominated Senate, the contras and their supporters will
have even more incentive to demonstrate their worth. Thus, the level of violence in Nicaragua will
likely escalate in the short term.
John F. Kerry (D-Mass.), member of the Foreign Relations Committee, is expected to redouble his
efforts to reduce the aid program, if not stop it entirely. Kerry has long claimed that US legislation
has been violated in attempts to assist the contras, and that the Nicaraguan rebels are involved in
drug trafficking. In the past he was prevented from holding hearings on these matters by Lugar. Pell,
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in fact, has stated that the Democrats will pursue "with increased vigor" information developed by
Sen. Kerry about contra drug trafficking and violations of the Neutrality Act and the Arms Export
Control Act in the contra aid program.
Broening emphasizes the importance of the Committee's permanent staff. The majority party
receives two-thirds of the committee appropriation for professional staff, while the minority party
obtains only one-third. Under Lugar, 18 professional staff members worked for the Republicans and
nine for the Democrats. In January, that ratio will be reversed. An aide to Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC)
said, "The Democrats did a lot of damage with a small staff. When they double their staff we'll be
dead meat."
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